
12 NCAC 09G .0102 DEFINITIONS 

The following definitions apply throughout this Subchapter only: 

(1) "Agency" means those state and local agencies identified in G.S. 17C-2(2). 

(2) "Commission" means the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards 

Commission identified in G.S. 17C. 

(3) "Commission of an offense" means a finding by the North Carolina Criminal Justice Education 

and Training Standards Commission or equivalent regulating body from another state that a person 

performed the acts necessary to satisfy the elements of a specified offense. 

(4) "Convicted" or "Conviction" means, the entry of: 

(a) a plea of guilty; 

(b) a verdict or finding of guilt by a jury, judge, magistrate, or other duly constituted, 

established adjudicating body, tribunal, or official, either civilian or military; or 

(c) a plea of no contest, nolo contendere, or the equivalent. 

(5) "Correctional Officer" means an employee of the North Carolina Department of Adult Correction, 

responsible for the custody of inmates or offenders. 

(6) "Corrections Officer" means either or both of the two classes of officers employed by the North 

Carolina Department of Adult Correction: correctional officer or probation/parole officer. 

(7) "Criminal Justice System" means the whole of the State and local criminal justice agencies 

including the North Carolina Department of Adult Correction. 

(8) "Director" means the Director of the Criminal Justice Standards Division of the North Carolina 

Department of Justice. 

(9) "Educational Points" means points earned toward the State Correction Officers' Professional 

Certificate Program for studies completed, with passing scores achieved, for semester hour or 

quarter hour credit awarded from colleges or universities accredited by the Department of 

Education of the state in which the institution is located, from an accredited body recognized by 

either the U.S. Department of Education or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation, or 

from the state university of the state in which the institution is located. Each semester hour of 

college credit equals one educational point and each quarter hour of college credit equals two-

thirds of an educational point. 

(10) "High School" means a high school that meets the compulsory attendance requirements in the 

jurisdiction in which the school is located. 

(11) "In-Service Training Coordinator" means a person designated by a Criminal Justice Agency head 

to administer the agency's In-Service Training program. 

(12) "Misdemeanor" means those criminal offenses not classified under the laws, statutes, or 

ordinances as felonies. Misdemeanor offenses are classified by the Commission as follows: 

(a) "Class A Misdemeanor" means a misdemeanor committed or omitted in violation of any 

common law, duly-enacted ordinance, or criminal statute of this State that is not 

classified as a Class B Misdemeanor pursuant to Sub-item (12)(b) of this Rule. Class A 

Misdemeanor also includes any act committed or omitted in violation of any common 

law, duly enacted ordinance, criminal statute, or criminal traffic code of any jurisdiction 

other than North Carolina, either civil or military, for which the maximum punishment 

allowable for the designated offense under the laws, statutes, or ordinances of the 

jurisdiction in which the offense occurred includes imprisonment for a term of not more 

than six months. Excluded from "Class A Misdemeanor" criminal offenses for 

jurisdictions other than North Carolina are motor vehicle or traffic offenses designated as 

misdemeanors under the laws of other jurisdictions or duly enacted ordinances of an 

authorized governmental entity, with the exception of the offense of impaired driving that 

is included herein as a Class A Misdemeanor if the offender could have been sentenced 

for a term of not more than six months. Also included herein as a Class A Misdemeanor 

is the offense of impaired driving, if the offender was sentenced under punishment level 

three G.S. 20-179(i), level four G.S. 20-179(j), or level five G.S. 20-179(k). Class A 

Misdemeanor shall also include acts committed or omitted in North Carolina prior to 

October 1, 1994, in violation of any common law, duly enacted ordinance, or criminal 

statute of this State for which the maximum punishment allowable for the designated 

offense included imprisonment for a term of not more than six months. 



(b) "Class B Misdemeanor" means an act committed or omitted in violation of any common 

law, criminal statute, or criminal traffic code of this State that is classified as a Class B 

Misdemeanor as set forth in the Department of Adult Correction section of the Class B 

Misdemeanor Manual as published by the North Carolina Department of Justice, 

incorporated herein by reference, and shall include any later amendments and editions of 

the incorporated material as provided by G.S. 150B-21.6. The publication is available 

from the Commission's website: http://www.ncdoj.gov/getdoc/60bb12ca-47c0-48cb-

a0e3-6095183c4c2a/Class-B-Misdemeanor-Manual-2005.aspx. Class B Misdemeanor 

also includes any act committed or omitted in violation of any common law, duly enacted 

ordinance, criminal statute, or criminal traffic code of any jurisdiction other than North 

Carolina, either civil or military, for which the maximum punishment allowable for the 

designated offense under the laws, statutes, or ordinances of the jurisdiction in which the 

offense occurred includes imprisonment for a term of more than six months but not more 

than two years. Excluded from this grouping of "Class B Misdemeanor" criminal 

offenses for jurisdictions other than North Carolina, are motor vehicle or traffic offenses 

designated as being misdemeanors under the laws of other jurisdictions with the 

following exceptions: Class B Misdemeanor includes the following: 

(i) either first or subsequent offenses of driving while impaired if the maximum 

allowable punishment is for a term of more than six months but not more than 

two years; 

(ii) driving while license permanently revoked or permanently suspended; 

(iii) those traffic offenses occurring in other jurisdictions which are comparable to 

the traffic offenses specifically listed in the Class B Misdemeanor Manual; and 

(iv) an act committed or omitted in North Carolina prior to October 1, 1994, in 

violation of any common law, duly enacted ordinance, criminal statute, or 

criminal traffic code of this State for which the maximum punishment allowable 

for the designated offense included imprisonment for a term of more than six 

months but not more than two years. 

(13) "Pilot Courses" means those courses approved by the Education and Training Committee, 

consistent with 12 NCAC 09G .0404, which are used to develop new training course curricula. 

(14) "Probation/Parole Officer" means an employee of the North Carolina Department of Adult 

Correction, whose duties include supervising, evaluating, or otherwise instructing offenders placed 

on probation, parole, post release supervision, or assigned to any other community-based program 

operated by the Department of Adult Correction. 

(15) "Qualified Assistant" means an additional staff person designated as such by the School Director 

to assist in the administration of a course when a certified institution or agency assigns additional 

responsibilities to the certified School Director during the planning, development, and 

implementation of a certified course. 

(16) "School" means an institution, college, university, academy, or agency that offers penal or 

corrections training for correctional officers or probation/parole officers. "School" includes the 

corrections training course curricula, instructors, and facilities. 

(17) "School Director" means the person designated by the Secretary of the North Carolina Department 

of Adult Correction to administer the School. 

(18) "Standards Division" means the Criminal Justice Standards Division of the North Carolina 

Department of Justice. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 17C-2; 17C-6; 17C-10; 153A-217; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. January 1, 2001; 

Eff. August 1, 2002; 

Amended Eff. December 1, 2018; January 1, 2017; January 1, 2015; April 1, 2009; August 1, 

2004; 

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. May 25, 

2019; 

Amended Eff. May 1, 2025; May 1, 2023. 

 


